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Dear WSMS Families, 

Winter sports have ended and everyone seems ready for spring. A big 
thank you to our staff, students, and parents in ensuring we maintain a 
focus on learning during the winter months. Our Trimester ends on March 
7th. 

We held our annual Winter Wellness day on Thursday, February 20th. It 
was great to witness the impact this day had for both our students and 
staff. This experience provides an opportunity for them to interact in a 
different setting than the day-to-day school experience. PANTHER PRIDE 
was on display in the community as our students were Practicing Kindness, 
Acting Respectfully, and Working Hard in the settings we visited. 

In March we continue to provide engaging and enriching activities for our 
students: State Math Counts, WSMS Band Extravaganza, and our 5th Grade 
D.A.R.E. Graduation. As a staff we have also worked on updating a Mission 
Statement specific to WSMS. It is as follows: Guide all students to 
become Independent, Kind, & Confident lifelong Learners. This is the 
focus of our work each day, and on behalf of our staff, I want to thank you 
for your continued support. 

Lastly, I would like to pass along an attendance reminder. From our 
Handbook: School Attendance is the responsibility of students and 
parents/guardians. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to 
telephone the middle school office at 786-2090 on the day of the absence 
relative to the reason for the absence. Quality attendance is crucial for 
student success and helps us live the above Mission Statement. 

We look forward to working together as a team to provide your child with 
the an educational experience that strives to meet the DISTRICT’S mission 
- Serve with Passion to Ignite Creativity, Innovation, and Excellence. 

Go Panthers! 

Ben Wopat 
Principal 
www.twitter.com/coachwopat
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5th Grade  
News! 

March 2025
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PLEASE CHARGE YOUR IPAD EVERY
NIGHT

HOMEWORK HOTLINE

Class Supplies: All students are required to have their
binder and composition notebook. Both are left in the
classroom to ensure they are never lost and are easily
accessible. In addition, students should bring
headphones and an independent book to class each
day.  

Lessons: Work to be turned in for a grade is posted on
the homework hotline. If a student needs to miss school,
please check GC for required work. 

Writing and Language: Each class period, we practice
working on sentences and/or parts of speech. Word
Work also includes learning roots and spelling words.
Student have been reviewing and learning strategies to
write paragraphs and summaries. 

Reading: During the month of March, we will be reading
The Giver as a read aloud. Students will be assessed on
reading and writing learning targets as they read the
novel. Students are reading a choice book dystopian
choice book as well.  

 

Dates to Know
ELA 
Ms. Friell and Mrs. Rochester

March 11- Mrs. Piersma’s math
classes at school forest
March 12- Mrs. Weber’s math
classes at school forest
March 21- No School (unless
there is another snow day)

7th Grade March Newsletter

Tips/Helpful Links

Math
Mrs. Piersma and Mrs. Weber

Pre-Algebra
Mrs. Weber

We just wrapped up our unit on ratios
and proportions. We will now be learning
how to solve percent problems in both.
the equation and proportion format. Kids
will be encouraged to use the one they
find easier. We had a great time at
Winter Wellness. And finally, thank you to
all those parents that took the time to
stop in during conferences. It is always
nice to touch base with you.  

We finished our unit on slope and are
now learning to solve systems of
equations in a variety of ways. We are
moving quickly in hopes to get through
most of the 8th grade book before they
take algebra next year. A big
congratulations to Lydia W., Eli K., Mason
G. and Beau B. who competed in the
regional MathCounts competition on Feb.
14th at WTC. They all have worked so hard
and made us proud. Lydia and Eli will
compete at the state level on March 8. 
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Science
Mr. Baker

Social Studies
Mr. Mahlum

We ended February by finishing up genetics
and writing secret messages using DNA!
March will now be a month for evolution and
classification. We will start taking a look at all
the different types of animals and what
adaptations they need to survive. We are
also planning to head out to the school
forest on March 11 and 12 to wrap up some
winter forest ecology!

In 7th grade social studies the students will
continue to look at the three branches of
government. We will turn our attention to the
Legislative branch and the Judicial branch.
Students will understand the importance of
both and how they are set up. To finish the
month, the students will look at a Supreme
Court case they find interesting and research
it.
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GRADE 8GRADE 8
newsletter 
MARCH EDITION

ELA- Mrs. Meyer & Ms. Sackett
The 8th graders just finished their research papers. They should be proud of the effort they put in the
last couple of months researching and writing these papers, and we all agree that it feels good to
be done. Before we start our next big unit, we are going to spend some time with poetry. We will
learn to analyze poetry and will even spend some time writing our own poems. Students are back to
reading a choice book for their STRAW reading time which gives them material for their journal
writes. We continue to work on compound and complex sentences with the end goal of using these
correctly and consistently in their writing. At the end of March, we will begin working on our
argument writing project.

Targets covered in March:
R.1 Make logical inferences from a text
R.2 Cite textual evidence that strongly supports an analysis of a text
R.5 Analyze how parts of a text reveals aspects of a character
L.1 Correctly write compound sentences
L.2 Correctly write complex sentences
L.4 Demonstrate appropriate use of the conventions of standardized English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking
S.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats
S.3 Evaluate the effectiveness of media presentations
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MATH 8- Mrs. Coe & Mrs. Snook

Regular Math (Unit 8) - Mrs. Coe and Mrs. Snook
We finished up our Data Analysis and Displays unit in February and started Unit 8 on Exponents
and Scientific Notation. 

The learning targets for Unit 8: 
 8.1: Use exponents to write and evaluate expressions.
 8.2: Generate equivalent expressions involving products of powers. 
 8.3: Generate equivalent expressions involving quotients of powers.
 8.4: Understand the concepts of zero and negative exponents.
 8.6: Understand the concept of scientific notation.
 8.7: Perform operations with numbers written in scientific notation. 

ALGEBRA- Mrs. Coe

The students finished up Polynomial Equations and Factoring in February and will begin Unit 8
on Graphing Quadratic Functions. We competed in the Regional Mathcounts Competition in
February and one team of 4 placed 2nd and 1 individual competitor are moving on to state!.
We will compete on March 8th in Sheboygan. Send good luck wishes to all of our competitors!

The learning targets for Unit 8:
8.1: Graph and describe fcns of the form f(x)=ax2.
8.2: Graph and describe fcns of the form f(x)=ax2+c.
8.3:  Graph and describe fcns of the form f(x)=ax2+bx +c.
8.4: Graph and describe fcns of the form f(x)=a(x-h)2+k.
8.5: Graph and use fcns in intercept form.
8.6:  Compare the characteristics of linear, exponential, and quadratic fcns



MARCH 2025 MEET US IN THE MIDDLE

13

SCIENCE- Ms. Smith- Waller
We have now made it through our unit on Weathering, Erosion, and Deposition, so we are moving our
focus to plate tectonics, volcanos, earthquakes, and locations of fossils around the world. We will look at
the progression of ideas on the Theory of Plate Tectonics. There will be a group project where students
will research a topic supporting Plate Tectonic Theory, then present their findings to the class. We will use
strategies in our research that you learned in ELA. That information will then be used to complete a
Claim-Evidence-Reasoning Assessment on how the distribution of fossils and rocks, continental shapes,
and seafloor structures provide evidence of the past plate motions. After we finish up this unit on plate
tectonics, we will move on to learn more about Earth’s history and Geologic Time. Bring on the warm
weather!

Essential Learning Outcomes:
PT3-1: Show understanding that plate tectonics is the unifying theory that explains movement of rocks
at Earth’s surface and geological history. Maps are used to display evidence of plate movement.
PT3-2: Show understanding that energy flows and matter cycles within and among Earth’s systems.
Plate tectonics is one result of these processes.

In March, 8th Grade Social Studies will focus on the growth of the United States during the presidencies
of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. We will explore how this expansion impacted the Indigenous
peoples living on the land. Mid-month, we will briefly pause our U.S. History studies to prepare for our
visit to the Holocaust speaker event at Viterbo University. During this time, we will examine the stages of
genocide and key events of the Holocaust, as required by Act 30, which mandates that middle and high
school students learn about the Holocaust and other genocides.
Our learning targets for the month include:

8.FE.4: Assess Washington’s and Adams’ contributions to the creation of the presidency
8.JE.1: Critique the changes in Jefferson’s political ideology
8.JE.2: Assess the Louisiana Purchase and the exploration of the region
8.JE.3: Summarize the causes and impacts of the War of 1812
8.HG.1: Explain the why, how, what, when, and where the Holocaust took place
8.HG.2: Provide examples from the Holocaust of the 10 stages of genocide

SOCIAL STUDIES- Ms. Morgan
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State

state

News from the Art Room
MARCH 2025

YOUTH ART MONTHWHAT WE ARE LEARNING

This month we are both finishing up a
trimester and starting another for all
grades.  This switch occurs around the
middle of the month.
We are preparing for Youth Art Month
and several pieces of art will soon be
on display at the Heider Center.  
5th and 6th graders who chose to
submit their Water Posters to the
WIsconsin Rural Water Association
have been mailed.
and lastly all students 5-8 who chose
to participate in the June Dairy Days
button contest all await the results of
that.

Oli Dougherty

Chloe Skrede

Regional Qualifiers
Aubrey Anderson
Emmitt England

MS. STEGGALL ~ STUDENT TEACHER
Hi, My name is Alexis Steggall. I’m a student teacher from the University of
Wisconsin La Crosse, studying Art Education. I am working with Mrs. Hemker
until March 21st then I move to the High School until the end of the year. I am
excited to work with everyone!

CURRENT WISH LIST
Used Low-Temp Glue Guns
Used Irons
Endrolls of ribbon and/or yarn
Ice Cream Buckets
Cereal Boxes - Empty

AFTER SCHOOL ART DATES:
Feb. 27
March 6
Marh 13
March 20
March 27 - Last Day
Check Google Classroom for Daily
Projects

Aubriella Hart

state

Art on display at the
BRF Public Library 
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6th Grade STEM: Designing Toothpick Bridges

7th Grade STEM: Using CAD to Design 3D Puzzle
Cubes

8th Grade STEM: Making Cardboard Pinball Machines

Robotics: Using optical sensors to sense color and
distance

6th Grade: Designing a Dream House on the
computers

7th Grade: Sphero Robots

8th Grade: Building Paper RollerCoasters

STEM AND ROBOTICS
CLASSES

MR. JONES’ PANTHER
TIMES

STEM AND
ROBOTICS

MARCH 2025
MR. JONES
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Activities to Support  
Reading at Home 

Your child  should read at least 20 minutes outside of school to maintain or increase their reading 
abilities. Research has shown that the best way to develop strong readers is to have them read more, 
with books at their level that are interesting to them. Let your child choose what to read within these 
guidelines.  

The following are some suggestions for how to support reading at home: 

• Have discussions about the current classroom novel or their independent reading book. Find out 
your student’s opinions of them and what he/she think may happen as they continue to read. 
Revisit this discussion days later. 

• Encourage your child to read to a younger sibling, a pet, or to you! 

• Expose your child to sophisticated vocabulary. This will assist with understanding vocabulary he/
she may encounter in their independent reading. Explain any challenging words you use. 

• Subscribe to magazines that will interest your child.  

• Read the newspaper together. Discuss interesting articles or editorials. 

• Take your child to the public library. Check out books together. Check out audio versions of 
difficult text to follow along with. Read a book that was made into a movie and watch the movie 
together as a reward for finishing the book. Discuss similarities and differences. 

• Find a book to read together. Read it aloud or individually, but stop every once in a while to 
discuss the text and see if your child has any questions or confusions to clear up. 

• Listen to books in the car. 

• Limit the amount of time spent watching TV and playing video games. 

• Provide time and space for your child to read. Children love converting closets or corners of rooms 
into reading nooks with bean bags and reading lights! 

• When out and about, have your student read aloud information. For example, at restaurants have 
your student read the descriptions of menu items. At a museum have him or her read the 
information available for the different exhibits. Pick up brochures for upcoming trips, and let your 
student read it to the family in preparation. 
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HARVEST OF THE MONTH
NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 2025

Sweet Potato and Black Bean Quesadillas

Ingredients:
1 medium sweet potato (should
equal about 1 cup mashed)
 ⅛-¼ teaspoon chili powder/cumin
(optional) 
 4 medium-size (~8 inch) tortillas
 ½ cup canned, low-sodium black
beans, rinsed and drained 
 ¾ cup of shredded cheddar cheese

Directions:  
Wash hand with soap and water.  1.
Add a pinch of salt and chili powder or
cumin (optional), to mashed sweet potatoes
and stir.

2.

Spread potato mixture over tortilla, then top
with black beans and cheese. Fold in half.
Repeat for 3 more tortillas. 

3.

Heat a pan on high heat and spray with
nonstick cooking spray.

4.

Brown quesadilla about two minutes on
each side until the inside is warm and the
cheese is melted.

5.

Cut each quesadilla into 4 pieces, and
optionally, serve with salsa or guacamole. 

6.

Serves 4

Per serving: 240 calories, 5g fat, 11g protein, 37g
carbohydrate, 3g fiber, 680mg sodium

Source: laxf2s.org

Recipe of the month

Coulee Region Farm to School is a partnership between UW-Madison Division of Extension, LaCrosse County Health Department, Mayo Clinic Health System–
Franciscan Healthcare, Gundersen Health System, and the School Districts of Bangor, LaCrescent-Hokah, Holmen, LaCrosse, Onalaska, and West Salem.
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The West Salem School District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, martial status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the Pupil 
Services Director at (608) 786-0700. To file a complaint of discrimination write to: Pupil Services Director at 405 East Hamlin Street, West Salem, WI 
54669 or call (608)786-0700. The West Salem School District is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


